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Funders & open access

Review of the basics in the 
context of funders

Sample funder policies & 
funding eligibility requirements

Common issues & resources



Is your research 
funded?

RESULTS FROM OUR POLL:



WHAT IS 
A FUNDER
Research funders issue research grants ($) 
to cover researchers' projects.

Grants can cover: salary, supplies/research 
equipment, travel expenses, charges 
required to get the work published, 
including Article Processing Charges for OA 
publishing.

SOURCE: https://www.openaccess.nl/en/what-is-open-access

https://www.openaccess.nl/en/what-is-open-access


Subscription or paywalled article.

THE ISSUE:
ARTICLES PAID FOR BY FUNDER 
MONEY
REMAIN BEHIND THE PAYWALL



FUNDER 
OA
POLICIES

Public money is spent on research but 
the content is locked behind the 
paywall

OA progress too slow via green route

cOAlition S and Plan S

Can be related to national strategies



COALITION S FUNDERS & PLAN S 



EFFECTS OF PLAN S ON OA AGREEMENTS

SOURCE: https://esac-initiative.org/market-watch/



VERSIONS OF ARTICLES

Submitted Version
The version that the author submitted to 

the publisher's submission system.

Author Accepted Manuscript – AAM
The version of the article that was accepted 

by the publisher. Includes reviews of the
article (subject to acceptance) but without 

final editing, layout, typesetting, etc.

Version of Record – VoR

Final publisher's PDF.



• The VoR (final PDF) is made OA immediately

upon official publication in the journal

• No embargo – no delay

• It is available to read for free on the publisher's 

website

• No action required from author

• Under an open license

• Depends on author's choice

• Possible cost to the author

PUBLISHING OA

• The author (librarian, IR manager) needs to put their AAM into 

an institutional (or subject) repository

• Could also be the VoR

• Sometimes an embargo (6-12 months)

• The AAM is only accessible via the repository, the VoR is still 

behind closed access on the publisher's site

• No action from the publisher in making the article OA

• Usually, no license applies

• Depends on publisher's permissions

• No cost to the author (some exceptions)

ARCHIVING IN OAVS



MOST COMMON 
TYPES OF 

OPEN ACCESS

Source: https://onderzoektips.ugent.be/en/tips/00000461/

Hybrid Open Access = Open Access publishing

Some publishers allow immediate Open Access to some of their articles on 

condition that an ‘Article Processing Charge - APC’ is paid. In such journals, two 

types of articles coexist: those freely accessible and others only accessible through a 

subscription. Although being mainly responsible for the recent rise in available 

Open Access publications, ‘hybrid Open Access’ doesn't take away subscription 

costs for those journals. Note: hybrid journals are NOT listed in the "Directory of 

Open Access Journals" (DOAJ).

Gold Open Access = Open Access publishing

Gold, or fully open access journals are journals that include only open access 

articles. Publishing in a gold or fully open access journal provides immediate Open 

Access to the articles published. Some gold journals charge APCs, others do not.

Green Open Access = Archiving

Publish in the journal of your choice, deposit a version of the publication (the final 

publisher version, or Version of Record, or the Author Accepted Manuscript (AAM) 

in a repository and make it publicly available in Open Access, sometimes after an 

embargo period set by the publisher.



LICENSES
CC0 – CC zero: No rights reserved – public domain: others may freely build upon, enhance and reuse the 

works for any purposes without restriction under copyright or database law.

CC BY – Attribution: This l icense lets others distribute, remix, adapt, and build upon your work, even 

commercially, as long as they credit you for the original creation.

CC BY-SA – Attribution Share Alike: This l icense lets others remix, adapt, and build upon your work even for 

commercial purposes, as long as they credit you and license their new creations under the identical terms.

CC BY-NC – Attribution Non-Commercial: This l icense lets others remix, adapt, and build upon your work non-

commercially

CC BY-NC-SA – Attribution Non-Commercial-Share Alike: This l icense lets others remix, adapt, and build upon 

your work non-commercially, under the same license.

CC BY-ND – Attribution Non-Derivatives: This l icense lets others reuse the work for any purpose, including 

commercially; but it cannot be shared with others in adapted form, and credit must be provided to you.

CC BY-NC-ND – Attribution Non-Commercial-No- Derivs: allows others to download your works and share 

them with others as long as they credit you but can’t change them in any way or use them commercially.

SOURCE: https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/freeworks/



OA COMPLIANCE

• The article is eligible for the open access fee 

(APC) to be paid for by a funder or institution

• For example: Even although a researcher 

fulfills OA compliance by publishing in a hybrid 

journal, the funder will only pay the open access 

fee if the article is published in a gold journal 

FUNDING ELIGIBILITYVS
• The article meets the open access policy 

requirements

• For example: A funder specifies that you 
should publish your research immediately 
open access in gold or hybrid journals with 
any license

• If you choose one of these two routes then 
you would be compliant with their open 
access policy



• To be eligible for funding, authors need to be grantees

• Some funding policies might apply only to you if you are the corresponding authors

• Others apply to all authors – corresponding authors, as well as co-authors

• This means that if you are not the corresponding author, and your funder demands 
OA, you still need to make sure the article is OA as per your funder's policy

• The corresponding author is then one that triggers any agreement eligibility, so this 
is when it can become tricky...

WHICH AUTHOR?



DEFINITIONS
OF TERMS

PI: Principal Investigator

They are in charge of a project and/or research grant.

Grantee

The person who has received funding.

Grant ID/ Project ID

The funder issues the grantee with a grant number. 

Both grant number and grantee need to match.



SAMPLE POLICY: 
FONDS NATIONAL DE LA 
RECHERCHE

Policy 1 / 3

Applies to grants accepted before 2017

• No OA policy. All publishing routes are accepted. 

FNR - LUXEMBOURG

SOURCE: https://storage.fnr.lu/index.php/s/obVkUfi6XmnvZXA#pdfviewer



SAMPLE POLICY: 
FONDS NATIONAL DE LA 
RECHERCHE

Policy 2 / 3 : 2017 FNR Open Access Policy

Applies to grants accepted between 2017 & 2020 and PRIDE grants.

Publishing green, gold and hybrid open access is accepted.

To comply with the policy:

• FNR funding must be acknowledged
• An author must be a FNR grantee
• Peer-reviewed to international standards
• CC BY licence
• For green route, the repository and embargo period must be no 

more than 6 months.

FNR - LUXEMBOURG

SOURCE: https://storage.fnr.lu/index.php/s/obVkUfi6XmnvZXA#pdfviewer



SAMPLE POLICY: 
FONDS NATIONAL DE LA 
RECHERCHE

FNR - LUXEMBOURG

SOURCE: https://storage.fnr.lu/index.php/s/obVkUfi6XmnvZXA#pdfviewer

Policy 3 / 3 : 2021 FNR Open Access Policy

Applies to grants accepted during and after 2021

Publishing green, gold and hybrid open access is accepted.

To comply with the policy:

• FNR funding must be acknowledged
• An author must be a FNR grantee
• Peer-reviewed to international standards
• CC BY license
• For green route, there must be 0 embargo period (key difference 

from previous policy)
• Include a Rights Retention Statement in all manuscripts submitted



APC PAYMENT 
ELIGIBILITY: FNR

Publications are eligible for payment by FNR 
up to 3 years after the end of the FNR 
contract.

Funding depends on the type of grant.

FNR will fund publications in hybrid (transformative) 
and gold journals

Must comply with OA policy e.g. :

FNR funding must be acknowledged
An author must be a FNR grantee
Peer-reviewed to international standards
CC BY licence

SOURCE: https://storage.fnr.lu/index.php/s/obVkUfi6XmnvZXA#pdfviewer



APC PAYMENT 
ELIGIBILITY: FNR

2017 FNR Open Access Policy

Grants accepted between 2017 & 2020 and 
PRIDE grants.

Gold journals. Funding for:

1. If the publication falls within the framework of a 
negotiated deal between the publisher and the 
Luxembourg National Library. For example: 
Frontiers and MDPI. Full costs covered.

2. All other gold journals: Max 2500 EUR.

Hybrid journals. Funding for:

1. If the publication falls within the framework of 
a negotiated Transformative Agreement 
between the publisher and the Luxembourg 
National Library, concluded before 1 January 
2025. For example: Taylor and Francis.

2.    All other hybrid journals: Max 1500 EUR.

SOURCE: https://storage.fnr.lu/index.php/s/obVkUfi6XmnvZXA#pdfviewer



APC PAYMENT 
ELIGIBILITY: FNR

2021 FNR Open Access Policy

Gold journals. Funding for:

1. If the publication falls within the framework of a 
negotiated deal between the publisher and the 
Luxembourg National Library. For example: 
Frontiers and MDPI. Full costs covered.

2. All other gold journals: Max 2500 EUR

Hybrid journals. Funding for:

1. If the publication falls within the framework of a 
negotiated Transformative Agreement between 
the publisher and the Luxembourg National 
Library, concluded before 1 January 2025. For 
example: Taylor and Francis.

2. If the publication is published in a venue that 
has obtained Transformative Journal status by 
cOAlitionS. Max 2500 EUR.

3. No funding for: Hybrid journals that are not 
transformative.

SOURCE: https://storage.fnr.lu/index.php/s/obVkUfi6XmnvZXA#pdfviewer



SAMPLE POLICY: 
SWISS NATIONAL SCIENCE 
FOUNDATION

SNSF

• Grantees are required to make “all SNSF-funded research results 
they publish publicly accessible without any restrictions.” 

• “Applies to all publications that are regarded as scientific output 
(e.g. articles, book chapters, books.)”

This can be achieved via two routes:

• Open access on first publication (gold, hybrid)

• Delayed open access (green)
• “Embargo period of a maximum of 6 months for articles, 

and 12 months for books and book chapters.”

• No specification of open access licence.

SOURCE: https://oa100.snf.ch/en/funding/guidelines/

Grants prior to 1st January 2023



SAMPLE POLICY: 
SWISS NATIONAL SCIENCE 
FOUNDATION

SNSF

“The new OA requirements will come into force on 1 January 2023 at 
the earliest. They will apply to all projects receiving funding from that 
date.”

These new requirements are to align with Plan S.

Open access can be achieved via two routes:

• Open access on first publication (gold, hybrid)

• CC BY license – aligned with Plan S

• Delayed open access (green)
• “Embargos are no longer permissible for articles, and they are 

limited to a maximum of 12 months for books and book 
chapters.”

SOURCE: https://www.snf.ch/en/sOqgLwEnxtgZsCD8/news/snsf-joins-coalition-s-immediate-open-access-to-scientific-articles
SOURCE: https://oa100.snf.ch/en/funding/guidelines/
SOURCE: https://www.coalition-s.org/plan-s-funders-implementation/

Grants from 1st January 2023

https://www.snf.ch/en/sOqgLwEnxtgZsCD8/news/snsf-joins-coalition-s-immediate-open-access-to-scientific-articles
https://oa100.snf.ch/en/funding/guidelines/
https://www.coalition-s.org/plan-s-funders-implementation/


APC PAYMENT 
ELIGIBILITY: SNSF

Only pay APCs for: fully open access journals/gold 
journals/ journals that are in the DOAJ. Hybrids are 
not paid for. This includes transformative journals.

There is a maximum funding limit and amounts over 
the amount can be considered on a case-by-case basis 

Must be published immediately OA (no embargo)

Must acknowledge SNSF and the grant number in the 
article

An author must be a SNSF grantee

No specification about license for grants before 
1st Jan 2023.  CC BY license required for grants 
after 1st Jan 2023.



SNSF JOURNAL FINDER 
FOR GRANTEES



QUESTION
FAQ from Customer Support

I am a PhD student and I will 
submit a manuscript under the 
supervision of my Principal 
Investigator. Our project is related 
to grant 123456. Will my funder 
fund the Open Access publication 
charge?

”

“



SAMPLE OA 
POLICY: UKRI

SOURCE: https://www.ukri.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/UKRI-090222-UKRIOpenAccessPolicy-4.pdf



UKRI FUNDING RESTRICTIONS

SOURCE: https://www.jisc.ac.uk/content/open-access/our-role



UKRI POLICY 
COMPLIANCE VS 
FUNDING ELIGIBILITY

SOURCE: https://www.jisc.ac.uk/open-research/complying-with-the-ukri-open-access-policy-for-publishers



UKRI POLICY 
COMPLIANCE VS 
FUNDING ELIGIBILITY

SOURCE: https://www.jisc.ac.uk/open-research/complying-with-the-ukri-open-access-policy-for-publishers



QUESTION
FAQ from Customer Support

Why won't my 
funder cover the APC 
for my article?

”
“



COMMON 
ISSUES

The wrong license has been selected (funder 
requirement)

The journal type (i.e., hybrid) is not eligible for 
payment by the funder

The article is compliant with OA policy, but the 
APC cannot be paid for

There are additional charges on the invoice that 
are not covered by the funder and will have to 
be paid using money from elsewhere

The embargo period is longer than funder regulations



QUESTION
FAQ from Customer Support

I did not qualify for Open Access 
funding so I chose the green route. 
However, I discovered that the 
embargo period is 18 months and 
my funder requires an embargo of 
6 months. What can I do?

”

“



RIGHTS RETENTION 
STRATEGY
Plan S

• Last resort if publishers do not offer compliant routes, authors 
can add a statement to their submission that they are applying a 
CC-BY license to their AAM as required by their funder, in order to 
be compliant.

• The research was funded in whole or in part by the Wellcome
Trust [grant number]. For the purpose of Open Access, the author 
has applied a CC BY public copyright license to any Author 
Accepted Manuscript (AAM) version arising from this submission.”

• Public license applied overrules any later License to Publish or 
Copyright Transfer Agreement

• Some publishers will not support RSS

SOURCE: https://www.coalition-s.org/rights-retention-strategy/



RESOURCES

• Check what you’re allowed to do with an article (archiving)

• Includes special conditions for authors funded by certain funders

• Find Journals with OA options

• Publisher's websites, usually split into lists for fully OA 

journals, and hybrid journals (author choice OA)

• DOAJ lists 17,000 fully open access journals

• ChronosHub Journal Finder 46,000+ journals, filter by journal type 

and other criteria – includes information about archiving options, 

licenses, and funder compliance

• Includes integration with Plan S Journal Checker Tool



OPEN ACCESS GLOSSARY

FREE RESOURCE

https://chronoshub.io/open-access-glossary/

https://chronoshub.io/open-access-glossary/
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